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snd of its school are one, and removal to some remote district
would not only destroy the school, but would also by so
doing completely alter the whole character of the institution
itself.
Many other reasons might very easily be adduced in

support of the appeal for sufficient funds botlh to maintain
St. Bartholomew's in its present position and also to snake it
one of the most complete and modern of English hospitals of
which the City of London might well be proud. But we have
said enough to show the public that the present appeal is
made in the best interests of the poor of London, and
we know that many thousands of our fellow-citizens will
now, and in after-years, reap the benefits of those buildings
which money alone can snpply.-We are, ete?.,

SAMUEL GEE, A. E. GARROD,
DYCEc DUCKWORTH, J. CALVERT,
T. LAUDER BRUNTON, F. H. CHAMPNEVS,
NORMAN MOORE, W. S. A. GRIFFITH,
SAMUEL WEST, I)'ARCY POWER,
JOHN LANGTON, H. J. WARING,
:HARRISON CRIPPS, W. MCADAM ECCLES,
W. BRUCE CLARKE, R. C. BAILEY,
ANTHONY BOWLBY, W. D. HARMER,
C. B. LoCKWOOD, W. H. H. JESSOP,
.J. A. ORMEROD, T. HOLMES SPICER,
W. P. HERRINGHAM, A. E. CUMBERBATCI.
H. H. TOOTH,

St.-Bartholomew's Hospital, Jan. 20th.

THE SWEATING OF MEDICAL MEN.
SIR,-Whilst agreeing with " One of the Crushed Doctors"

that by means of union and co-operation many of the troubles
of medical men can be relieved-and I have no doubt in time
will be relieved-I would like to point out that there is no
help like self-help. I believe he would best help himself by
asserting his mental superiority over these ignorant people by
showing a bold front. Surely the fact of his being a medical
man is no reason why he should sacrifice his British grit and
pluck, and, when attacked, turn his hinder part to the enemy
in order that he may be kicked. I feel confident that if he
will be more courageous, at the same time cultivating the
friendship of his medical neighbours and his faith in them,
hle will become a happier and more prosperous man.-I am,
etc.,
January 2ISt. AN UNCRUSHED COUNTRY DOCTOR.

SIR,-" One of the Crushed Doctors " throws out a sugges-
tion which I think is a reasonable one. He says, "' letpTaces
where medical men are numerous take the lead in co-operat-
ing." There are thousands of " crushed doctors," so crushed
that they have not time even to complain, and thiis, I believe,
is why your columns are not every week inundated with
bitter complaints. In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
October 24th, 1903, I gave an account of how the medical men in
my district are sweated by the guardians, and yet we have no
remedy, because with only two men in the place we cannot
afford to risk the competition of a third, introduced with the
subsidy of an "appointment." In larger towns, however,
with seven or eight practitioners the advent of another is not
so serious, and if the existing ones made a united stand in re-
fusing all ill-paid or non-paid work, the newcomer would have
his hands so full that he would be unable, through sheer lack
of time, to touch their paying patients.
One often hears of the profession being overcrowded; that

is certainly not true if one paraphrases it into saying that
there is not enough work for the present number of medical
men. There is, perhaps, not enough money for them to live
on, but there is work, and more work than can be conscien-
tiously overtaken by all the practitioners in the country.
Take my own case-typical of hundreds of country districts.

I have a fair income, but for it I do a very large practice-in
the busy time, twelve or thirteen hours a day for seven days
in the week. A few details of such work: I attend at the
cottage hospital throughout the year and see four or five
patients daily; my work there should bring me in about £150
a year, it is taken for nothing, and not even vouchsafed all
expression of thanks in the annual report of the institution.
My pauper work comes to an average of £240 a year: the
guardians give me £70 for it. My clubs: well, at 3s. 6d. and
4S. a head, you will know what that means. Then there are
the bad payers and the non-payers, and even when we arrive
at the ordinary client, he thinks he is doing the doctor pretty

well when he pays him 7s. 6d. for a four-mile journey and a
bottle of medicine: raise the fee just a little, a sixpence or
shilling perhaps, and the talk ot "exorbitant charges" so
takes the heart out of one, that one is glad to slip back on that
vague notion of laying by for a rainy day. And not only is
one done out of an old-age pension, but the public itself
suffers ultimately by this overworking of the doctors. How
many interesting cases pass through our hands every year, if
we had only time to read up the subjects and record them:
much valuable information is thus lost to science, and many
first-class men never manage to emerge from the mediocrity
to which their slavery condemns them.-I am, ete.,
January I6th. A MEDICAL FiSCAL REFORMER.

THE GENERAL MEDICATL COUNCIL AND THE
ENGL1SH COLLEGES.

SIR,-As some of the letters under this heading have the
tendency to undermine the good name of the Colleges'
diploma, I would revert to the statistics brought forward by
Mr. Bryant when the General Medical Council were in session
last May:-Whereas only 8.84 per cent. of London Conjoint
men were rejected for the competitive service examinations,
36:23 per cent. Scottish Conjoint men, 30 per cent. Irish Con-
joint men, 22 per cent. from Dublin University, 14.28 per
cent. from Aberdeen University, 14.28 per cent. from Edin-
burgh University, and i6 per cent. from the Apothecaries
Society of London were rejected respectively.
These figures show, I submit, the undoubted high standard

maintained by the London Colleges. So, also, does a fuller
analysis of the five more recent examinations.-I am, etc.,
London, W., Jan. i8th. F. W. COLL1NGWOOD.

MEDICAL DEFENCE.
Saliabury v. Gould.

SIR,-Doubtless your readers will have seen the report of
the case Salisbury v. Gould, tried before Mr. Justice
Grantham and a special j ury in the London Courts on
January 21st and 22nd, and will have appreciated the position
in which I was placed. It was, however. my good fortune to
be enrolled as a member of the Medical Defence Union, of 4,
Trafalgar Square, W.C., by whom my defence was undertaken
and conducted throughout, immediately on my applying to
them for assistance. I cannot overestimate the care and
attention which was bestowed upon the case and the zeal
which was exhibited in its conduct, securing for me by its
means the satisfactory result which was obtained, whilst I
was relieved not only of all trouble and anxiety but of very
great expense, having only to go in the witness box and give
my evidence. I cannot conceive how any registered medical
practitioner can be so foolish as not to avail himself of the
insurance afforded to all members by the Medical Defence
Union.

I can never be sufficiently thankful to my friend, Dr. Dan-
ford Thomas, for inducing me years ago to belong to this ex-
cellent association, also to Mr. W. E. Hempson, the solicitor
to the Union, for the skilful and most able manner in which
he conducted my case and for the great courtesy and kind-
ness which he and his staff exhibited on every occasion on
which I had to consult him during the two years and four
months of the various proceedings of the cast.-I am, etc.,
London, W.C., Jan. 26th. W. R. GOULD.

CORRECTION.-Dr. D. Sommerville (London, W.C.) writes: In my note of
last week ontthe Drigalski and Conradi medium, 2.75 grams agar should
lread 27.5 grams.

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES,
USINIVERSITY OF LONDON.

COURSES OF ADVANCED STUDY AND RESEARCH.
THE amended regulations for persons who have taken a first degree in
the University of London for graduates of other universities, and for
other persons desirous of prosecuting a course of advanced study or
researeh, or of procceding to a higher cegree were adopted by the Senate
at its meeting on Decemiber i6lt, 1903. In so far as they affect internal
graduates these regulations have reference only to those who desire to
study for a higher degree in a faculty other than that in wbich thev have
graduated. The regulations have regard to the degrees of M.A., bLit.,

D)., D.Sc., LL D., and D.Mus.

PRELIMINALhY SCIENTTFIC EXAMINATON.
Tie Senate has determined that iu the Preliminary Scientific Fxamina-

tion there shall be a praclical examination of three hours in betaiy and
a praetical examinatiun of three hiours in zoology.


